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As you might know your chaplain was very busy this winter with the Lakewood Police 
and Pierce County Sheriff murder aftermath.  There were 43 chaplains deployed during 
the Lakewood incident.  I was honored to be one of three people used on the inside of 
Lakewood Police Department during the week following the tragedy. There were 
officers there from every jurisdiction in Western Washington you could think of.  Many 
were assigned by their Department to be the second person in a Lakewood police car, 
but many other officers just showed up to pay their respects and show their support. 

 

I worked with Chaplain Lew Cox who is the Executive Director of Violent Crime Victim 
Services in Tacoma, and a Chaplain for the Des Moines Police Department. 

 

This picture was taken at the 
memorial in front of Lakewood 
police Department.  This gives you 
and Idea of the numbers of officers 
who showed up to pay their 
respects.  I heard a story of one man 
that was so moved by the memorial 
that he actually ripped the patch off 
his shirt to place it with the others. 







preside over the opening session with Brad Owen.  

 
I was just there to give the prayer, but Grace steals the show. She was 
introduced to the Senators as, Senator Newschwander’s great granddaughter. 

                                                                                                                                                        
 

 
Obviously the staff was horribly traumatized. I was able to connect with Jennifer’s 
Father and her Stepmother that morning and give them some words of encouragement 
as a father who has lost a daughter. 

 
Greg Lockey was a personal friend and fishing partner of Dustin 
Prater, who is a Fish and Wildlife Officer in Pierce County. Greg was in 
his final days battling cancer, when Dustin asked him if he wanted to 
visit with his chaplain. Greg didn’t know it but, he use to live around 
the corner from us in Puyallup. As fate would have it, Greg just 
happened to live across the street from, Al and Linda Woerman. 
Anyone who knows them is quite aware they are Prayer Warriors, 

and Greg was being faithfully prayed for. He told Dustin that he would like to visit with 
the chaplain.  When we arrived Greg was ready to accept Christ and wanted to be 
baptized. Greg joined Christ the following Saturday March 6th at age fifty-three. I told 
him where he was going there would be incredible fishing, except it was all catch and 

Several weeks earlier I was the guest of State Rep., Bruce 
Dammeier, who was the prime sponsor for the Chaplain bill last 
year. I gave the invocation in the House of Representatives, 
and Representative Dammeier introduced me to the 
Republican Caucus. 

On February 26th, Jennifer Paulson was taken from this 
world by an act of violence outside Tacoma’s Birney 
Elementary where she taught special education. The 
following Monday the Tacoma School District invited 
about twelve chaplains to debrief with the staff. 
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release. He said, “Good, I don’t like cleaning em anyway.” I was honored to be able to 
officiate at Greg Lockey’s memorial service held at Our Savior Lutheran Church. 
 
The next day, Sunday March 7th, a friend of mine, Steve Foley passed away in Mill Creek. 

     
This is the letter sent to Chief Bruce Bjork, WDFW Enforcement Program from Bob 
Everett, Regional Director, Mill Creek. 
 
Bruce: I wanted to express my appreciation and praise for the good work Chaplain Mike Neil 
provided to regional staff during this past week. Steve Foley’s death was an unexpected shock to us 
all; he was a beloved and integral part of the regional family. Shortly after learning of the death on 
Sunday afternoon, Captain Hebner called the Chaplain and asked if Mike  could help in any way. 
Mike was in the regional office Monday morning, talked with staff individually, held a group session 
(he didn’t call it grief counseling, but it served that purpose for many), and remained to talk with 
folks for much of the day.  

I found his presence particularly helpful. He advised and reviewed the short all staff message I sent 
out. That seems like it should be a fairly simple task to complete, but I was having trouble with it. 
Mike also offered to include his contact information and I know he had several calls from staff from 
other parts of the state by the time he left Mill Creek. Mike attended Steve’s memorial yesterday and 
continued his quiet and kind interactions with anyone who was willing. 

I wanted to express my gratitude for your foresight in creating a Chaplain position. I hadn’t thought 
about it much one way or another until this week and I am now convinced of the value. I don’t have 
Mike’s e-mail address, but if you have a chance, please pass along my gratitude and thanks. He made 
a difference to us during a very difficult time. 

Bob Everitt, Regional Director 
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife 
16018 Mill Creek Blvd. 
Mill Creek, WA 98012 
 
 
Thanks to all those who support this Chaplaincy through their generous donations to the 
Charteris Foundation, and faithful prayer. It is because of you that I am able to serve in 
this way. I believe that God has prepared me, equipped me, and has called me to this 
ministry.  

Steve was a Fish Biologist for the Department of Fish and 
Wildlife in King County for thirty years. He was the kind of 
person who always made you feel important; dearly 
loved and admired by his friends and colleagues in the 
WDFW Region 4 office. I was at the Miss Creek office the 
following morning to help the staff deal with this tragedy. 
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If you would like more information on how to partner with me there are more details on 
the chaplain link on my home page. http://www.mikeneil.org/fish.html 
 
May God richly bless and keep you, 
 
Rev. Mike Neil, Police Chaplain WDFW 
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